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(57) Abstract 

An intra-block of the I-frame or P,B-frame is detected from an 
MPEG stream. When it is detected, one macro block of data is taken out 
from the MPEG stream and buffered. The buffered macro block is 
embedded with a pattern so that the length of the VLC may be invariant. 
The macro block embedded with a pattern is returned back to the MPEG 
stream. More specifically, the DC component is detected from the 
buffered macro block and a pseudo-random number is generated in 
order to generate a pattern to be embedded. It is judged whether or not 
the bit length of the DC component is invariant when the generated 
pattern is embedded. If the bit length is invariant, the pattern is 
embedded in the buffered macro block. When the bit length is varied, it 
is judged whether or not half of the pattern can be embedded. If 
possible, the pattern is embedded. 
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